
Rolls Royce Phantom II 
1932 Drop Head Sedanca Coupé 
1:8 Scale Pocher K72 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

April 18, 2004 
 
This shot shows progress being made on the interior door panels.  The driver’s door panel (lying down) shows 
the piping that has been added in the center, leather section.  Additional piping will be used once the walnut 
door crown and carpet base have been installed. 
 
The passenger-side panel (standing up) shows the assembly method for the doors.  The interior panels will be 
attached to the center, wooden door frame using flat-head screws.  These screws are then hidden using the door 
crown and base.  As the wooden frame is permanently attached to the exterior door panel, this allows the 
outside and inside of the doors to be built simultaneously without work on one causing damage to the other.   
 
An additional advantage of this assembly method is that, once the wooden frame is sandwiched between the two 
panels, a nice channel has been created into which the windows can be installed. 
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May 08, 2004 
 

Lots of work has been done, but nothing really worth a picture.  Since there’s nothing left to do on the doors 
until the painting is completed, attentions have been turned to the front seats.  This shot shows two 
modifications that pretty much complete these two beauties.  A base, made out of bass wood, has been 
fabricated and attached to the seat bottoms and carpeted to match the rugs that will go on the floor.  You may 
also note that, at the base of each seat, an additional wrap of leather, finished with piping, has been added to 
give the seats a more realistic appearance.  Once cleaned and dressed, the leather should look great. 
 
One of my favorite fabrications to date is the levers sticking out of the bottom of the seats.  As they appear on 
the prototype, these levers are used by the front passengers to move their seats forward and backward.  While 
there is not actual adjustment available in the model, the addition of the handles adds a unique and realistic 
touch.  The hard part was not making the levers.  The hard part was making them each a mirror image of the 
other.  Once all the bending was completed, the levers were painted using Rustoleum Aluminum.  The black 
handle ends were cut off the ends of styrene tubes and painted gloss black. 
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May 18, 2004 
 
Here’s a nice little time killer and a piece of the build that’s easy to overlook – the underside of the floor board.  
Even though, once installed, it’s invisible to all, it is very evident anytime someone inspects the undercarriage 
of the Continental.  As this piece will be displayed over a mirror (so I can enjoy the brake and drive line 
assemblies) I thought it important to finish the piece with flat black and add a little detail to add realism to the 
underside of my Phantom II. 
 
All the brass lines have been added so that, when viewed from underneath, the car will have a more realistic 
appearance.  While they look a little silly just by themselves, once installed, they give the undercarriage of the 
piece nice depth and visual appeal.  In reality, these lines would be part of the central lubrication system that ran 
from the front to the back of the vehicle.  The driver, at the push of a button, could lubricate the chassis and all 
critical components using this system. 
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May 22, 2004 
 

It’s now been eighteen months, one week and three days since I started this project (November 12, 2002).  The 
body itself was started over ten-and-a-half months ago on July 6, 2003.  Now, finally, I get to see my Phantom 
II Continental Fixed Head Coupe looking a little more like a finished project and a little less like a work in 
progress. 
 

With the black paint dried, cured and gassed out, the first two coats of gray have been applied.  Before putting 
the chassis back in its garage where it can cure in a dust-free environment, I decided to put the front and rear 
wings on and snap a few photos.  At this point, there’s another two to three weeks of exterior paint work to be 
done.  All the interior pieces have been fabricated (dash, doors, floor, seats, etc.) and they need to be readied for 
installation.  With those items complete, the exterior lighting needs to be installed and, finally, all the chrome 
trim (running boards, belt line, front windscreen surround) will be added.  With the installation of the door 
hardware, window cranks and, of course, the sterling silver Spirit of Ecstasy, she’ll be done and ready for 
display.  Hopefully, she’ll be complete by the middle of July.  H O P E F U L L Y !!! 
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May 22, 2004 
 
This page shows the results of nearly a year’s worth of work on the body alone.  On the next page, there are 
additional photographs that show the transformation of Pocher K72 from a Sedanca hybrid into a 1931 
Continental Fixed Head Coupe.  I’m not sure I’d ever want to do this again, but I’m sure glad I did it at least 
once.  (I love this shot because the custom-made running board strips are reflected in the freshly applied paint 
on the car’s mid-section.) 
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Out of the box New wings 

New roof New body is in one piece 

New Doors Trim complete. Doors Mounted



Rolls Royce Phantom II 
1932 Drop Head Sedanca Coupé 
1:8 Scale Pocher K72 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 
May 30, 2003 
 
Today is going to be spent finishing the interior carpets and over rugs.  The top two pictures, 
and the picture on the bottom-left, show the leather bunting being hand-sewn onto the carpets.  
To keep everything in scale, the bunting is only a centimeter from the edge making it too small 
for a machine stitch.  I’m using a looping stitch with a knot-stitch inserted every 3 centimeters.  
All-purpose cotton/poly thread is being used with a heavy needle.  I’ve doubled up the thread 
so the stitches will hold when I roll the bunting. 
 
The picture in the bottom left-hand corner shows how I mitered the corners so that they would 
be appropriately rounded and smooth when the rugs are completed.  The picture in the bottom 
right-hand corner shows the rug that will cover the front of the passenger compartment 
finished. 
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May 30, 2003 
 
These shots show all the carpets finished and installed on the floor board.  The top two pictures 
give a sense of space between the front seats and rear bench.  The bottom left-hand picture 
shows a close-up of the bunting on the leading edge of the rear carpet.   
 
The last picture shows close-up detail of the bunting sewed and rolled onto the rugs.  These 
bottom two close-up pictures also show the importance of matching the thread color to the 
leather.  In the case of my Continental, both the rugs and leather are very similar in shade, but 
when there is a contrast, remember that the stitches will show and they should blend nicely 
with the color of the bunting itself.  This is also why I didn’t glue the bunting – I wanted the 
stitches to show just like on the 1:1 Phantoms. 
 
(Even though the carpets appear to be different shades in the pictures above, they are all the 
same color.  Lighting and camera angle make them appear to be different shades.) 
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June 28, 2004  
 
The panels for the headliner and sides of the rear passenger compartment and front passenger 
foot well have been cut to shape and are ready for installation.  After the final coats of paint 
and clear-coat have been shot, but before final rub-out, the broad cloth will be attached to the 
panels and all will be installed to finish the interior. 
 
It’s important to make the panels BEFORE applying the final coats of paint as the passenger 
tub needs to be turned upside down on the word surface in order to fit the panels perfectly.  
Now that the fit is established, they can be finished in wool and installed without damaging the 
final coats of exterior finish. 
 
Once installed, the passenger cabin will be installed on the chassis and rubbed out. 
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June 28, 2004  
 
These pictures show the headliner and sidewall panels temporarily installed in the passenger 
tub.  The picture in the bottom left-hand corner shows the ribs that were installed months ago 
on the interior of the hood (roof).  With all the putty that was used to fabricate the fixed head, 
these ribs create a clean and flat surface against which to attach the headliner.
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July 1, 2004 
 
The side windows have been cut out of Lexan sheet using a scroll saw and shaped using the 
bench-top rotary sander. 
 
The frames were made out of .125mm styrene channel cut using a miter box to get good, 
square corners.  The frames will be chromed just prior to installing the windows into the doors 
themselves. 
 
Just above the doors are the cardboard patterns that were used to determine the exact size for 
each window.  At the top of the picture, the front windscreen sits atop its cardboard pattern. 
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July 3, 2004 
 
The oil can was fabricated over a year ago.  A collaborative effort between me and Model 
Motorcars, a perfect 1:8 scale Lucas Oil Can is read for installation.  Before it can go in, 
however, a mounting bracket needs to be fabricated. 
 
The first picture shows the aluminum sheet after the basic pattern of the bracket has been cut.  
The picture in the top, right-hand corner shows the bracket after it has been cut, sanded, shaped 
and fabricated. 
 
The bottom, left-hand picture shows the bracket being tested for fit with the oil can.  The last 
picture on the page shows the bracket after it has returned from the paint booth where it 
received two coats of Tamiya Semi-Gloss Black over primer. 
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July 3, 2004 
 
The oil can has been installed in its holder and the entire assembly has been mounted on the 
exhaust side of the engine using a small dab of epoxy. 
 
While the oil can can be removed from the holder, it is very difficult to put back and puts undo 
stress on the clamp itself. 
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July 3, 2004 
 
The spanner had to be repositioned as it was going to interfere with the closure of the bonnet 
on the intake side of the engine.  I’ve decided to mount the spanner on the firewall as was 
common in many Phantom II’s. 
 
Instead of using a pressure plate as before, A sleeve has been fabricated and mounted to a 
newly made plate the will support the steering column where it passes through the firewall and 
into the engine compartment.  This new plate has the added feature of a small shelf that 
supports the business end of the spanner. 
 
This part was made out of aluminum sheet.  After cutting it with the scroll saw and shaping it 
with the sander it was shot with Semi-Gloss black over primer. 
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July 3, 2004 
 
Here the new spanner bracket is installed on the firewall.  The only downside to this that the 
horn had to be removed.  As there are twin klaxon horns in front of the grill, I don’t believe 
this is a major problem. 
 
This shot also shows the braided metal line (below the steering rod) running out of the fuel 
filter to the carburetor. 
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July 6, 2004 
 
The top two photos show the swing arm and steering rod (black) that came with K72.  The 
brass units were custom-fabricated to replace these units which lack the appropriate shape and 
compound curve.  Also, fabricating a new steering assembly provides an opportunity to install 
the central lubrication line that runs down the swing arm and up to the front wheels. 
 
While these new pieces look great in brass, they will be painted using a semi-gloss black for 
authenticity purposes. 
 
(Note in the bottom, right-hand picture how nice the new steering rods look with the brass 
shock arm installed on the frame rail.) 



Rolls Royce Phantom II 
1932 Drop Head Sedanca Coupé 
1:8 Scale Pocher K72 
 

 
 

 

 
 

    
 

    
 
July 8, 2004 
 
These shots were taken after the new steering rod and swing arm were painted.  The small 
brass line running down the outside of the swing arm (see top, right-hand picture) is the oil line 
that is part of the central lubrication system that was introduced by Rolls Royce with the 
Phantom II.
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July 9 & 10, 2004 
 
These pictures show the fabrication of the custom trunk that will be installed at the boot of the 
Continental (over the petrol tank). 
 
The first picture shows the two blocks of bass wood that have been glued together using 
Elmer’s white glue.  After drying for 48 hours, the piece is sanded (top right and bottom left 
picture).  Finally, the entire assembly is carved out to make room for the rear-mounted spear 
tire.  The hard wheel tonneau is from a Pocher Torpedo (K75) that is going to be build with 
exposed spares. 
 
Also note in the bottom two photos that pencil lines that have been drawn as guides to be used 
when I cut out the top of the trunk.
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July 11, 2004 
 
After using a band saw to cut out the lid and a router to carve out a trough for the piano hinge 
(see top, left-hand photo), the hinge is installed. 
 
The picture in the bottom, left-hand corner shows the hinged to in place and the spare tire cut-
out.  The hole in the spare tire area has been cut to allow access to the fuel tank. 
 
The picture in the bottom, right-hand corner shows the upholstered trunk, with the spare tire in 
place, mounted on the chassis.
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July 11, 2004 
 
Here we see the body shell mounted on the chassis along with the trunk and rear wings.  All 
this is being done prior to shooting the final coats of paint. 
 
It is critical to make sure that everything fits well and has the correct relative size prior to 
finalizing the exterior finish. 
 
While everything fits well (and looks quite good I think), this picture tells me that custom 
bumper mounts will have to be fabricated in the rear to allow for the significant overhang 
created by the rear trunk and trunk-mounted spare.


